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The  Hawthorns, 


Hindley,  Wigan, 

February  24ih,  1894. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hindley  Local  Board. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  to  you  a  review  of  the  Sanitary  History  of  your  district 
for  the  year  1893.  I  propose  first  to  investigate  the  various  statistics  of  mortality. 

Deaths.  I  he  total  deaths  registered  were  445,  in  the  proportion  223  males  and 
222  females. 


Table  A.  Deaths  classified  according  to  the  various  ages  : — 

Under  5  years,  232 


Deaths  under  1  year 

,,  over  1  year  and  under 


5 


years 


132  ) 
100  ) 


55 

55 

5 

5* 

55 

15 

55 

24 

55 

55 

15 

55 

55 

25 

55 

34 

55 

55 

25 

55 

55 

65 

55 

94 

55 

55 

65 

years 

and  u 

pwards 

61 

Over  5  years 
213 


> 
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Deaths  classified  according  to  their  various  diseases  :■ 


Total 

All  ages 
445 


Scarlet  Fever  - 
Membranous  Croup 
Typhoid  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever  - 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
DianhcEa  - 

E  lieum  atic  Fever  - 
Phthisis  - 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 
Heart  Disease  - 
Injuries  - 

All  other  diseases  - 


Under  5  years. 

Over  5  years. 

Total 

18 

11 

29 

1 

2 

3 

m 

7 

7 

Nil 

3 

3 

18 

Nil 

18 

29 

1 

30 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 

12 

14 

52 

62 

114 

2 

18 

20 

Nil 

15 

15 

110 

81 

191 

Totals  -  under  5  years  232  over  5  years  213  -  445 
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Deaths  occurring  outside  district  amongst  persons  belonging  1  Injuries 

thereto  (included  above)  -  -  J  Over  5  years  l 

Deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among  persons  not  ) 

belonging  thereto  (also  included  above)  -  j  ”  * 

Total  -  2 

Death  Rale.  Deducting  this  latter  gives  us  the  correct  total  of  444  deaths  for  the 
year,  and  22-2  per  1,000  as  the  rate  of  mortality  with  our  estimated  population  of  20,000 

Infantile  Mortality.  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 2  months  old  were  in  the  proportion 
of  144  to  every  1,000  births,  numbering  132  in  all. 

Old  Age.  61  deaths  were  over  65  years  of  age. 

Zymotic  Rate.  The  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  caused  84  deaths,  as  follows : — 


Smallpox 

- 

- 

Nil 

Measles 

- 

- 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

- 

29 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

5 

Fever  (Typhoid) 

- 

- 

7 

Diarrhoea 

- 

- 

30 

• 

Total 

84 

giving  us  4*2  as  the  Zymotic  rate.  A  little  less  than  that  of  last  year. 

Phthisis  Rate.  14  deaths  were  due  to  Phthisis,  giving  the  following  rates  of 
mortality  for  this  disease  in  the  three  portions  of  your  district.  Hindley  *67  %0>  Hindley 
Green  1  34°/qo,  Platt  Bridge,  Nil  ;  or  a  total  rate  of  -7  °/oo  for  the  whole  district,  as 
against  *95  last  year.  You  will  notice  the  high  rate  at  Hindley  Green 

Respiratory  Rate  The  114  deaths  registered  from  diseases  of  the  Lungs  other 
than  Phthisis  produce  5  7  °/o  0  as  the  rate  of  mortality.  I  hey  were  distributed  as  follows — 
Hindley  4*9  °/oo>  Hindley  Green  6*7  per  1,(>00,  Platt  Bridge  7*6  °foo?  a  slight  increase  for 
the  year  (1 892,  5  5  o/qq). 

Birth  Rate.  Births  were  registered  to  the  extent  of  912.  86  more  than  last  vear> 

with  45*7  %Q  as  the  birth  rate  as  against  4 1 -3  %0* 
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Detailed  Account  of  Deaths.  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  epidemic  in  your  district  now 
for  nearly  two  years,  more  or  less,  29  and  25  deaths  occurring  during  1893  and  189  2 
respectively.  None  of  the  deaths  were  at  Hindley  Green  or  Platt  Bridge  this  year,  in  fact 
both  these  places  were  very  tree  Lorn  the  disease.  In  Hindley  the  disease  was  most 
prevalent  during  the  summer,  and  again  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Smallpox ,  Diphtheria ,  Typhus  Fever ,  and  Cholera ,  Nil. 

T 

Membranous  Croup  caused  3  deaths.  2  in  Hindley  and  1  in  Platt  Bridge. 


Puerperal  Fever ,  3  deaths.  2  Hindley,  1  Platt  Bridge 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

The 

usual  epidemic  of 

Measles  followed  by  a 

little  Whooping  Cough  :  — 

Deaths  from 

1893 

1ft  92 

1891 

Measles 

13 

6 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

11 

23 

All  the  deaths  (Measles)  were  in  Platt  Bridge  and  occurred  in  the  summer. 


Typhoid  Fever  and  Diarrhoea  caused  37  deaths  as  follows  :  — 

Hindley.  Hindley  Green .  Platt  Bridge.  Total. 
Typhoid  5  1  17 

Diarrhoea  -  13  1  16  30 

1  he  Typhoid  deaths  were  in  February,  1;  April,  2;  June,  1;  July,  1;  September,  1 
and  December,  1.  5  in  Hindley  and  1  each  in  Hindley  Green  and  Platt  Bridge. 

Diarrhoea,  &c.,  was  most  prevalent  during  June,  July,  August  and  September,  the 
hottest  months  of  a  remarkable  summer. 

Typhoid  Fever  and  Intestinal  disorders  have  been  prevalent  nearly  all  over 
England  during  the  year,  possibly  owing  somewhat  to  the  season’s  excessive  heat  and 
consequent  dryness,  it  being  a  well-known  fact  that  these  diseases  increase  after  a  hot 
summer,  almost  in  direct  proportion  to  the  heat 

One  source  of  infection  in  similar  districts  to  your  own  being  derived  from  the  old 
fashioned  Lancashire  pattern  ashpit,  which,  as  you  know,  is  usually  large,  unroofed,  3  or 
4  feet  deeper  than  the  level  ot  the  ground  and  uncemented,  therefore  porous,  and  allowing 
any  infected  liquid  to  percolate  through  the  surrounding  soil  for  any  distance,  thus  infect- 
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ing  subsoil  in  tbe  unpaved  backyards;  open  spaces;  near  houses  ;  shallow  wells  or  what 
not.  In  the  case  of  Typhoid  baccilli,  which  of  course,  are  contained  in  all  evacuations 
from  patients  suffering  from  this  complaint,  the  foregoing  forms  an  easy  and  very 
dangerous  track,  and  actually  does  occur  in  your  district.  When  the  heat  of  summer 
arrives  this  infected  moisture  from  the  subsoil  rises  and  carries  the  germs  which  again  find 
homes  in  food,  milk,  water,  and  thence  to  re-start  the  original  disease  in  the  unlucky 
individval  who  happens  to  swallow  them. 

Marasmus,  Diphtheria,  Diarrhoea,  and  various  other  Intestinal  derangements,  as 
well  as  Typhoid  Fever,  can  be  and  are  spread  in  the  above  manner. 

Several  large  midden  privies  of  this  pattern  still  existing  in  your  district. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  connection  with  a  nuisance  arising  from  one  of 
them  in  autumn,  the  case  unfortunately  being  lost  from  lack  of  evidence  probably.  I 
would  suggest  that  a  similar  charge  be  again  made  and  wfth  our  increased  evidence,  plans 
and  diagrams,  I  feel  convinced  failure  would  not  then  be  the  order  of  day. 

V.  » 

Rheumatic  Fever  caused  1  death  only,  and  that  was  in  Hindley. 

Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  14  deaths,  Hindley  9  and  Hindley  Green  5. 

Respiratory  Diseases.  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  Pneumonia  and  Influenza  were  the 
cause  of  114  deaths,  52  under  and  62  over  5  years  of  age.  Hindley  65,  Hindley  Green 
25,  Platt  Bridge  24 — 8  of  the  total  number  were  due  to  Influenza,  either  as  a  primary  or 
secondary  cause  of  death. 

r  '  .  • ,  .  .  ,  :  r  .  * 

Heart  Disease.  20  deaths.  Hindley  13,  Hindley  Green  2.  and  Platt  Bridge  5. 

Injuries.  Fatal  injuries,  accidents,  &c.,  amounted  to  15.  Hindley  11,  Platt  Bridge 
2 — 1  non-resident  dying  in  your  district,  and  l  of  your  residents  dying  outside  your 
district.  The  causes  being  accidents  in  connection  with  mining  operations,  falls,  scalds 
Burns,  Drowning,  &c. 

Inquest.  16  were  held  during  the  year  including  the  preceding  Injuries  and  the 
remaining  death  was  found  due  to  natural  causes. 

Uncertified.  21  of  the  registered  deaths  were  uncertified  atogether. 

All  other  diseases  accounted  for  the  remaining  191  deaths,  (various  causes)* 
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Smallpox.  On  January  30th,  my  attention  was  called  to  a  man  whom  I  found 
suffering  from  Smallpox.  After  holding  a  special  meeting  your  Board  rented  and  opened 
Higher  Barn  I  arm,  as  a  temporary  Hospital  for  the  same,  having  obtained  two  Hospita] 
fever  nurses,  attendant,  furniture  and  stores.  The  patient  was  admitted  on  Feb.  1st — 
on  the  11th  the  second  case  (a  boy,  the  son  of  the  first  case)  was  admitted.  March  4th — 
this  latter  case  having  been  a  mild  one,  was  discharged — cured  March  18th — the 
former  patient  was  discharged  also — cured.  A  week  later  the  nurses  were  set  free, 
having  been  kept  in  quarrantine,  the  premises  were  then  closed  after  thorough 
disinfection.  Vaccination  and  re-vaccination  was  performed  on  all  in  connection  with 
the  cases  where  permitted. 

April  8th — My  attention  was  called  by  Dr.  Foreman,  to  a  girl  suffering  from 
Smallpox  in  Platt  Bridge,  the  hospital  was  re-opened,  April  10th,  and  the  patient 
admitted.  Be-vaccination  was  again  resorted  to.  May  1st.,  this  case  was  discharged  — 
cured.  The  Hospital  then  closed  permanently  after  a  weeks’  quarrantine. 

These  prompt  measures  most  certainly  cut  short  what  would  have  rapidly  become 
a  very  extensive  epidemic  of  a  terrible  disease. 

The  first  outbreak  being  traced  to  a  tramp  lodging  in  the  house  of  the  first  cases 
for  a  few  days  prior  to  going  to  Standish  where  he  immediately  developed  the  disease. 
The  Platt  Bridge  case  originated  from  Sankey  Bridges,  the  patient  having  recently  been 
staying  in  an  infected  house  in  that  district. 

Should  we  again  have  an  outbreak  of  this  disease,  I  would  beg  to  suggest  that 
your  Board  should  arrange  for  free  vaccination  to  any  person  requiring  such  in  your 
district.  Were  this  universally  resorted  to,  Smallpox  would  soon  be  a  disease  of  the  past. 

Hospital.  Since  the  above  outbreak  you  have  built  a  good,  small,  isolation 
hospital  in  a  very  suitable  position,  fairly  distant  from  any  other  property.  When  the 
fittings  are  completed,  I  would  recommend  as  a  means  of  overcoming  the  inherent 
aversion  and  distaste  to  fever  hospitals  borne  by  the  working  classes  generally,  that  you 
would  throw  the  place  open  to  public  inspection  on  a  day  specially  arranged  upon. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  department.  166  notices  were  served  to  abate  various  nuisances 
and  in  one  case  already  referred  to  Legal  Proceedings  were  taken.  About  l3cwt  of 
Tuberculous  beef  were  seized  and  destroyed.  Your  inspector  for  this  department 
having  also  the  work  of  School  Attendance  Officer  to  perform  has  not  time  at  his  disposal. 
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for  efficiently  carrying  out  the  duties  of  the  former  office.  Would  it  not  be  satisfactory 
if  the  two  appointments  were  given  to  seperate  men,  and  the  grant  obtained  from  the 
County  for  a  portion  of  the  Inspector’s  salary. 

Slaughter  Houses.  Complaints  having  been  received  about  these,  a  thorough  and 
systematic  inspection  of  all  slaughter  houses  in  your  district  is  being  undertaken,  with 
the  view  of  re-licensing  and  re-registering  the  same.  The  result  of  which  will  be 
embodied  in  a  special  report. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  Your  Board  has  passed  no  bye-laws  regarding  cowsheds  or 
dairies,  and  until  some  regulations  are  in  force  very  little  can  be  done  to  bring  the  same 
into  a  sanitary  condition. 

Water  Supply ,  Constant,  not  always  good  in  quality.  I  understand  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  for  changing  source  of  supply  before  another  year  terminates, 
supplementing  the  Rivington  Water  for  that  obtained  from  the  Bolton  Corporation.  I 
feel  assured  the  change  will  be  most  beneficial. 

Night  Soil  Depot.  This  depot  requires  roofing  over,  and  all  the  troughs  making 
watertight,  by  bricking  in  cement,  or  some  similar  process. 

Sewage  Farm.  Proper  use  is  being  made  at  last  of  the  farm  land,  which  is  being 
thoroughly  underdrained  for  filtration  requisite  for  a  pure  effluent. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  considerable  improvements  have  been  made  during 
the  year,  the  chief  of  which  being  the  erection  of  our  hospital ;  this,  of  course,  requires 
backing  up  with  two  other  measures,  in  order  that  we  may  reap  the  full  benefit  of  it, 
namely,  the  adoption  by  the  Board  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 
And  also  the  adding  to  the  hospital  of  a  good  disinfecting  apparatus  by  steam  and  hot 
air  for  cleansing  bedding  and  other  big  articles  which  do  not  get  efficiently  stoved  by 
ordinary  fumigation. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W-  F.  W.  WILDING,  L.R.O.P.,  Lond,,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng., 

Medical  Officer. 
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